
	[image: ccslogo-2012-01-16-sm-96dpi]The
Clarion


	Volume 28, Issue 10, October 2024	A Monthly Publication



Page 4	The Clarion	June, 2013
November 2018	The Clarion	Page 2

Welcome to your New Clarion!
(Somewhat the same as the old Clarion) 
Over the summer, Christ Church launched a communications survey. At the end of August, the communications team (Kelly Zeller, Joyce Spangler, and myself) reviewed the results. 
We had 35 responses, including people who replied through the Newsnote, the Clarion, and paper surveys, with overall very good feedback. The good news is that people overwhelmingly responded that they were satisfied with our communications offerings: the Clarion and our weekly Newsnote email. So why change? 
While we love our established means of communication, we recognize that there is a certain amount of overlap. We also realize that our different communications streams (the Clarion, the bulletin announcements, the website, Facebook, and the weekly email Newsnote) reach different audiences. We’d like to tailor our communications to make the most impact, so everyone knows where to find what they need. 
Here’s what to expect and why (with the big changes or takeaways in bold):

The Clarion – reaches a lot of folks, including beloved parishioners who have moved out of the area, and those who aren’t comfortable using a computer. It makes sense to use the Clarion to tell longer stories about what we have been doing. Each month, you can expect a listing of upcoming events on our front page. We will continue to offer reflections from the rector (or “Musings from Michelle”), and a copy of the volunteer ministry schedule. We will also include a brief summary of items discussed at the last vestry meeting, and some highlights of programs being offered by the Diocese, or at Procter Center. Our new “Have You Met Yet” column will continue to feature new and interesting parishioners, and we will include highlights (including pictures) of events of the last month. Finally, our outreach page will change a bit more, and highlight the impact our outreach has, or opportunities to get involved.

October Happenings 
Wed. 10/2  PANTRY: food delivery @ 8:00 AM
Thurs. 10/3  Virtual Noonday Prayer Service @ Noon
Sun. 10/6 Worship @ 8 & 10 AM; Adult Forum @ 11:30
Thurs. 10/10 PANTRY: Bagging Day @ at 9:00 AM; Virtual Noonday Prayer Service @ Noon; Vestry meeting @ 6 PM
Sun. 10/13  Worship @ 8 & 10 AM; Adult Forum @ 11:30
Wed. 10/16 PANTRY DAY 8:15 AM
Thurs. 10/17  Virtual Noonday Prayer Service @ Noon; Game Night at Los Mariachis, 6–8 PM
Sun. 10/20 Worship @ 8 & 10 AM; Garden Clean-up 11:30-1:30 PM
Thurs. 10/24  Virtual Noonday Prayer Service @ Noon
Sun. 10/27 Worship @ 8 & 10 AM Taize Service @ 5 PM
The Newsnote – only to those who have asked to be included. For that reason, it makes sense to offer more “insider info.” Starting in October, the Newsnote will focus on things happening in the next two weeks, beginning with what is happening that Sunday. It will include volunteers for that week’s service, but most external links will be eliminated. To help people plan, the Newsnote will go out on Thursday, not Friday.
(Continued on p. 2)
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The Church Office will be closed on October 14th for Indigenous Peoples Day. Please plan accordingly!

 (Continued from p. 1)
Bulletin Announcements – read by folks attending the 10 o’clock worship service, but also a great opportunity to introduce ourselves to those who might be visiting the church. Because of office printing schedules, they are not easy to change at the last minute. For this reason, they will mostly provide information about scheduled events coming in the next two weeks. 
Facebook -has two great advantages: it is easy to update, and it reaches a very wide audience. For this reason, this will be the primary way we will communicate about event updates (like cancellations, or changes in venue). We will also regularly share fun photos, community-oriented prayers for special occasions (like national holidays). And, of course, we will continue to livestream our services Facebook (as well as YouTube). 
Website – in the midst of all this, we hope to modify our website, bit by bit. The website is a useful source of information for those who might want to know more about us. We’d like the website to have more information about what we do, as well as answer common questions (like – “can I get married in the Episcopal Church?” Or “What are your children’s programs like?”)
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Description automatically generated] The Epistle of James and 
Social Media

On the Sunday after the Presidential debate, we heard this from the Epistle of James: “How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue-- a restless evil, full of deadly poison.” (James 3: 5-8)
By that Sunday, we had witnessed the truth of James’s words as everyone, it seems, spread hurtful jokes and social media posts about Springfield and its residents. In the days that followed, I begged friends and colleagues to be more mindful of what they post on social media. And, in the end, even Bishop White weighed in, writing an appeal to everyone to remember that words have consequences. 
But, I’d rather not be negative, to simply dwell in “don’t hurt me.” Some time ago, the Bishop of Oxford (England) suggested some ways in which our lives online (and especially on social media) might be informed by the Beatitudes, shown on the next page.
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[image: worship]Worship… Offering meaningful, relevant, and welcoming worship in the Episcopal tradition for people of all ages. 



Virtual Thursday
Noonday Prayer Services
Judy Johnson offers a Noonday Prayer service on Christ Church’s Facebook page each Thursday. (facebook.com/christspringfield.org/) The text is located on p. 103 in the Book of Common Prayer or online at https://www.bcponline.org
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Description automatically generated]Watch Us on YouTube
Here’s how to watch our services on YouTube: First, open the YouTube app on your smart TV. 
· Go to “Search.” Enter Christ Church Springfield. As you enter Christ Church Spr, a list will appear on the left side of the screen. Do NOT type Christ Episcopal. If you do, our church will not appear on the list.
· Select Christ Church Springfield, about the third one down. That’s all there is to it!
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Description automatically generated]Baptisms Scheduled for November 3rd
The next opportunity for children and adults to be baptized at Christ Church will be Sunday, November 3rd, which is the Sunday after All Saints' Day. This is one of four specific days set aside for baptisms according to the Book of Common Prayer. Holy Baptism is one of the two great sacraments of the Gospel, given by Christ to his Church (along with the Holy Eucharist).

A pre-baptismal counseling session with the priest is required, so if you or a member of your family are considering baptism, contact Rev. Michelle in a timely fashion at mboomgaard@christspringfield.org. And if you are unsure about baptism but would like to know more, just let her know!
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	October

	Date
	First Lesson
	Psalm
	Second Lesson
	Gospel

	Oct. 6
	Job 1:1; 2:1-10   
	26   
	Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
	Mark 10:2-16

	Oct. 13
	Job 23:1-9, 16-17
	22
	Hebrews 4:12-16
	Mark 10:17-31

	Oct. 20
	Job 38:1-7, (34-41)
	104:1-9
	Hebrews 5:1-10
	Mark 10:35-45

	Oct. 27
	Job 42:1-6, 10-17
	34:1-8
	Hebrews 7:23-28
	Mark 10:46-52
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Juanita Artis	Oct 6
Lexie Boblitt	Oct 6
Anne Strothman	Oct 18
Diane Rode	Oct 18
Joan Hurley	Oct 20
Ann Chitkara	Oct 24
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Taize Is BACK!
Sunday, October 27, 5:00 PM
Christ Episcopal Church
409 E. High St
Springfield, Ohio 45505
Experience worship in a candle-lit sanctuary with peaceful music, contemplative prayer, scripture readings, and silent reflection. People of all expressions of faith are welcome.
About Taize Taize, France, is home to an interdenominational monastic order founded amid the divisions of World War II. Since those beginnings, the spirit of reconciliation and the practices of the Taize community have been emulated in contemplative services throughout the world.  

Directory Update
In the next few months, we will be updating our database. We realized that in some cases, we don’t have current or correct information for folks – a number of people have moved away, but still have their old addresses listed. In other cases, people have transferred in, but we don’t have the information that the Diocese and National Church would like us to have (like information about baptisms or confirmation). And we also want to give people a chance to be included in our birthday and anniversary prayers. We can’t do that, if we don’t have your birthday!  
We’ll be sending update forms out a few at a time. When you receive one, please take the time to fill it out and send it back to us. 
When we are done updating all our records, we hope to begin putting together a new photo directory. Your quick responses will help make this a reality.
Thank you!

ONLINE GIVING

· [image: A qr code on a white background

Description automatically generated]Go to christspringfield.org or use the QR code at right.
· Go to the tab in the upper right-hand corner marked “Online Giving.”
· Click on the blue online giving link.
· Fill in the amount you want to give.
· Use the drop box Pledged Giving for a pledge or Miscellaneous Giving for other giving.
· If you choose Miscellaneous Giving, choose giving type in the next drop box.
· Complete the rest of the form.
· Press “Continue.”
· On the next page, press “Continue.”
· Enter your billing information.
· Thank you! If you have questions or concerns, contact Kelly Zeller at zellerk0611@gmail.com.


[image: peopl11c5_print]Hospitality…welcoming, nurturing, and supporting the members of our parish and greater community.



Church Staff 
· Rector: The Rev. Dr. Michelle Boomgaard
· Senior Warden: Scott Yeazell
· Jr. Warden: Steve Sharp
· Treasurer: Ken Bladh
· Clerk of Vestry: Kelly Zeller
· Parish Administrator/Program Coordinator: Kelly Zeller
· Music Director: Dr. Christopher Durrenberger
· Facility Manager: Paul McAfee 
· Bookkeeper: Tina Knox  
· Nursery Attendant: Madison Smith
Your Vestry at Large
Rick Everingham, Bill Hicks, Joy Meyers, 
Anne Strothman, Lori Swafford, and 
Marjory Wentworth
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Jamie & Cameron McGregor	Oct 6
Dan & Judy McGregor	Oct 12
Don & Liz Wheeler	Oct 18
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Description automatically generated]All are welcome to join the “We Should Do Something Group!” They meet at different locations once a month to play a variety of board and card games. The next meeting will be Thursday, October 17th from 6-8 PM at Los Mariachis, located at 1815 W. Main St. Feel free to bring a friend or a game to share. If you have questions, contact Rev. Michelle at mboomgaard@christspringfield.org.
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Description automatically generated]Calling All Gardeners!
Garden Clean-up October 20
Join us on October 20th, 11:30-1:30, with your tools, ideas and joy of gardening. This is our last gardening/cleanup for 2024. It has been a challenging gardening year with our drought. We could use some volunteers to water our beds at least weekly (hoses, sprinkler and sprayer are all safely behind the cement bench off the West side of parking).

October is usually a great time to plant and water. No need to attend our specific CEC gardening time (even though it’s more fun with a group!). Please feel free to transplant your lilies (or other perennials) in between the bushes on High Street anytime!

Contact Linda Butler (937-408-6295) with questions. 

Adult Forum: Preparing for our Autumn Days Continues
· October 6: Planning for the end of life
· October 13: Funeral planning


A Different Kind of Outreach
After the recent Presidential debate threw Springfield into the national spotlight, Christ Church received an outpouring of support. People from across the country wanted us to know they were praying for us, but also wanted to know how they could help combat the hate. 
[image: ]As we’ve been responding, we have made a number of suggestions. You might want to share these with folks who might be asking you what they can do. And there are also a few opportunities for us at Christ Church to enter into new ministries as well. 
First: For as long as this is still relevant, please continue to ask friends to stop spreading jokes and memes about Springfield on social media (see the Musings elsewhere in this issue). 
Second: I’ve suggested that folks might want to send cards with messages of support to us, to pass along to the Haitian churches. We will be collecting them over the next few weeks. If you’d like to add a card to that collection, drop it off at church. If you’d like to help deliver these, let Rev. Michelle know. You can be a smiling face of support.
Third: Consider joining Christ Church as we participate in micro-Festa, a multi-generational language learning program. The program helps break down barriers that divide us and gives us a chance to sit down and get to know our new neighbors a bit better. If that doesn’t fit in your schedule, consider some other volunteer effort, or just say “Hi” to our new neighbors. 
Finally: We’ve been suggesting that other churches consider adult education programs around topics of immigration. We might consider doing the same. There are a few books or programs put out by Forward Movement and Church Publishing. We could also learn more about the work of Episcopal Migration Ministry, which has long roots in this Diocese as an organization that helps settle new Americans. We’ll discuss these options later in October. 
While the Presidential debate cast a surprise spotlight on Springfield in September, a deeper look revealed a community with a big heart. If you’d like to be part of these efforts of love, or some other positive response, contact Rev. Michelle. 
This year, our stewardship campaign will focus on “Sowing Seeds for Growth.” Be sure to join us in November as we learn and pledge to do our part to help Christ Episcopal Church spread Good News in Clark County and throughout the world!
Please keep the Stewardship Committee, Dan McGregor, Brian Shelburne, Diane Rode, and Isabella Mendes in prayer as they plan for the future of Christ Church.
Pledges If you would like an update of what you have given thus far in fulfillment of your pledge for 2024, please email Kelly Zeller for a statement at zellerk0611@gmail.com.

[image: ]Day of Change 
November 3rd
In the wee hours of Sunday, November 3rd, the clocks “fall back” an hour.  As we change our clocks, we collect our change (or dollars!) to make a change in the lives of those who are hungry. Bring your change to church that Sunday and it will be used to support the ministry of our Food Pantry, which provides food for close to 500 people each month. 
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Description automatically generated]If you like to make soup and nurture others, this is the ministry for you! We need homemade soup brought to the church in a disposable container with the type of soup and date written on the lid, then placed in the church refrigerator. Then, let Kelly Zeller know that you have dropped off the soup. The soup will be used for people in the parish needing a little TLC. If you have any questions, please contact Kelly Zeller at zellerk0611@gmail.com. Thank you so much for considering helping with this ministry!
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Socks and Underwear
Thank you for the generous donations of socks and underwear! The socks and underwear were donated to students in need at Fulton, Hayward, and Perrin Woods Elementary Schools. All schools expressed their deep gratitude. 
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Highlights from the August 8th, 2024 meeting. Vestry Highlights will be published after the minutes have been approved at the following month’s Vestry meeting. A copy of Vestry minutes is posted on the bulletin board in the entryway of the Guild Room. 
· The meeting started with a Godly Play video shown by Rev. Michelle, followed by a brief discussion, and concluded with a prayer.
· The Jr. Warden reported that a video of Mike Lauffer beginning the voicing work for the Choir pipework was shared on the Christ Church's Facebook page. 
· The wrought iron fence that starts on the front of High Street and wraps around Lindon Street was hit on July 21st, 2024. Steve and Scott are working with Spradlin Bros. Welding Company. Steve will keep the Vestry updated.
· Approval of 2023 audit—Ken Bladh emailed the Vestry members the completed audit by Clark, Shaffer, and Hackett. There were no questions about it. Steve Sharp made the motion to accept and approve the Parish audit. Rick Everingham seconded the motion. The motion carried.
· Ken Bladh is working on the preliminary 2025 budget
· Rev. Michelle will host a new member reception on Thursday, October 12, at 5 PM.
· After closing prayer led by The Rev. Dr. Michelle Boomgaard, the meeting was adjourned at 8:07 PM.
· The next Vestry meeting will be held on Thursday, October  12th, at 6 PM.


Have You Met Me Yet???
(A Monthly Column About New and Returning Christ Church Members)

Judy Roby
Judy Roby has returned to Christ Church, as she always knew she would. But she plays the long game, and she believes God does, too.
She saw this, even as a teenager. Judy is proud to say she was born a Buckeye, born in Cleveland, she was baptized in Toledo. But she grew up in Connecticut because her father – a man from Massachusetts – wanted her to grow up in New England. There, she went to Episcopal schools and learned early on about the power of prayer. When her parents told her, as a child, that she would become a big sister, she prayed fervently that she would have a sister to love. Instead, her family welcomed a baby boy. But, many years later when she was thirteen, her family welcomed a daughter through adoption. She finally had the sister she wanted! As Judy says, that was a lot of praying, but God came through in the end.
Judy returned to Ohio and to Springfield many years ago with her husband, who worked for International. Together, they had two children. The oldest, Chris, who was diagnosed with mental retardation, and a younger son who now lives in the Atlanta area. After her marriage ended, Judy found Springfield the perfect place to be – to complete her college degree at Wittenberg, and then begin teaching here in the Springfield City School District. She spent eleven years as a teacher, before becoming an Assistant Principal at Emerson Elementary School. She spent another fifteen years at Arrowood School in Xenia before retiring. 
This is another area where she sees God at work in her life, preparing her for the road ahead. Much of her time as a teacher was focused on Special Ed – seven years, in fact. To her, that seemed natural, since she also parented a special needs child. But she also remembers that even when she was a teenager, she often babysat children with special needs. “It was nothing I directed,” she said, “but maybe that was the plan for my life.”
Now that she’s retired, Judy is spending time with the things that interest her: golf, and charity work, and sitting on boards of various organizations. As she says, “I love retirement. I have a lot more time than I used to” for the things she loves.
Sadly, Judy’s daughter, Chris, died this past year. This prompted Judy sell the house where the two of them had lived and to move into a condo here in Springfield. It’s also prompted her to return to Christ Episcopal Church, which she had first visited as a young parent in 1977. “It never occurred to me to go anywhere else.”
Welcome, Judy!
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A big THANK YOU! to all the pantry volunteers! At the September Food Pantry, we served 139 households representing 442 individuals! Clients were offered ground chicken, pork chops, hot dogs, ground beer, roasts, chicken breast, fresh produce, canned goods, peanut butter, jelly, chili, cornbread, and a few treats~ chips, cookies, and the extras of toilet paper, cleaning supplies, pet food, and toiletries. The clients are always grateful, and volunteers have a good time! To volunteer, please contact Brian Shelburne at bshelburne@wittenberg.edu, Kelly Zeller at zellerk0611@gmail.com, or Anne Randolph at annejrand@aol.com.

The October Pantry dates are listed below.  Volunteers are needed to: 
· help pick up and unload food, 
· help bag food, and 
· help with customer service. 

	
	Time
	Oct.

	Food Delivery
	8:00 AM
	2

	Bagging Day
	9:00 AM
	10

	Pantry Day!
	8:15 AM
	16



[bookmark: _GoBack]Groceries are pre-bagged so that filled bags can be placed directly into client's cars on pantry distribution day. If you can commit a block of 3–4 hours on October 10th, let Brian Shelburne know. Most groceries should be bagged for distribution by October 16th.

On Pantry Day (October 16), volunteers are needed to help unload food, pack food, and help with customer service starting at approximately 8:15 AM.


Reminder from the 
Outreach Team
Please continue to $AVE PENNIES for the Warder Literacy Center & PULL-TABS for Dayton Ronald McDonald House. Rolls or baggies of pennies and pull-tabs can be dropped in the Hollenbeck House mail slot or placed in the church building. THANKS in advance for everyone's continual support!

Toilet Paper, Pet Food, and Laundry Detergent!
What do these items have in common? These are the three items most requested by Food Pantry clients, and none can be purchased with the SNAP card. We are the only Food Pantry that offers toilet paper, and the clients often ask when they first arrive if we have it that day. The rising costs of pet food are hurting some of our senior clients on a fixed income. One client comes with his dog at 4:30 AM and hopes we have dog food on the miscellaneous table. Laundry detergent and cleaning supplies are expensive items asked about on distribution day. Your contributions are greatly appreciated and really make a difference!! Thank you!
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All Saints’ Day, November 3rd, 2024
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Description automatically generated]Please submit any names of family, friends, and loved ones that are deceased that you would like included in our Prayers of the People on All Saints’ Day by October 20th. You can submit names of your saints by emailing Kelly Zeller at zellerk0611@gmail.com, by dropping the names in the giving plate, or by mailing them to the Parish office at 409 East High Street, Springfield, Ohio 45505. Please include the information shown on the form below. 
For All the Saints, November 3rd, 2024
Your name: 	 
Name of loved one(s): 	
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The Beatitudes
and social media

At the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
commends eight beautiful qualities. But what do the
Beatitudes mean for social media and life online?

> Blezsed are the poor in spirit, for their iz the kingdom of heaven
I will remember that my identity comes from being made and loved by
God, not from my online profile.

> Blezsed are those who moum, for they will be comforted
This world is full of grief and suffering. I will read softly and post with
gentleness and compassion.

> Blezsed are the meck, for they will inherit the carth
Iwill not boast or brag online, nor will pull others down.

> Blezsed are those who hunger and thirst for righteouzness,
for they will be filled
There are many wrongs to be righted. I will not be afraid to name them
and look for justice in the world.

> Blezsed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy
Iwill not judge others but be generous online. | will be conscious of my
own failings.

> Blezsed are the pure in heart, for they will see God
Iwill be truthful and honest, and I will not pretend to be what | am ot

> Blezsed are the peacemakers, for they will be called childiren of God
I will seck to reconcile those of different views with imagination and good.
humour.

> Blezsed are those who are persecuted for righteouzness' sake,
for theirz iz the kingdom of heaven
Iwill not add to the store of hate in the world, but I will ry to be
‘courageous in standing Up for what is right and true.
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Episcopal Church

There is a place for you at God's Table!




